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First State Super supports teachers through
Foundation scholarship
First State Super is proud to support teachers in public schools through its annual professional
development scholarship offered through the Public Education Foundation.
The $10,000 scholarship provides educators teaching kindergarten, Years 1 and 2 with the chance
to invest in their own professional development to improve learning outcomes for their students
and share gained knowledge with their peers.
First State Super Chief Executive Officer, Deanne Stewart said: “This scholarship recognises the
important role Stage 1 teachers play in the lives of young students, helping them to establish a
strong foundation in their formative years for future learning.
We believe education change lives and transforms communities and we are proud to partner with
the Public Education Foundation to support better outcomes for teachers and students.”
Canberra based kindergarten teacher Sascha Colley from Ainslie School was the inaugural recipient
of the First State Super Teachers Scholarship in 2018. She undertook a three-week study tour to
Finland.
Reflecting on her experience, Sascha said: “Winning the 2018 First State Super Teacher’s
Scholarship provided me with the opportunity to study the Finnish Early Childhood Education system
in great depth. I was able to confirm the importance of and the educational respect for the
Pedagogy of Play within all Early Childhood Education settings in Finland, including the first year of
compulsory schooling”.
She intends to share her learnings and insights to continue to positively influence the future
directions of early childhood education in the ACT public education system.
To be eligible, scholarship applicants need to clearly detail the nature of the professional
development they wish to undertake; and how the acquired knowledge will be implemented in the
classroom and shared with colleagues. They must also be committed to continue as a teacher in the
government school system for at least five years following the award.
Applications close on Tuesday 26 February and full details of the scholarship, including eligibility,
selection criteria and application form are available on the Public Education Foundation website.
Media enquiries: Dianne Collins dianne_collins@firststatesuper.com.au 02 9238 2577 / 0408 934 804

Note to Editors:

First State Super is one of Australia's largest profit-for-member financial services organisations. We
provide our members with a better financial future through safe and secure superannuation and
quality financial advice. Our size enables us to invest in ways that make a positive impact on the
economy, the environment and the communities in which our members live, work and retire. Most
of our members work in vocational roles that care for our communities. They are nurses, midwives,
teachers, police, firefighters, paramedics and others who dedicate their careers to helping others.
We believe that everyone deserves a dignified retirement. Through our financial planning company,
StatePlus we provide high quality, affordable advice for members and all Australians.
While we’re big, we see our members as individuals. We understand the role we play in
safeguarding their savings and working with them to plan for the future they want.
Key facts:
• We manage $91bn in retirement savings, including $72bn in superannuation and $19bn in
retirement savings under advice.
• We provide superannuation and advice to more than 110,000 teachers and education
professionals and over 800,000 members and clients nationwide
• Through our financial planning company StatePlus our members and clients have access to over
220 financial planners across a broad network of regional offices.

